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ABSTRACTAs globalization has expanded international maritime trade, so has the range of criminal activities
broadened and diversified. By their very nature, security issues such as transnational organised crime are a challenge
for many nations. Issues such as piracy, terrorism, trafficking in illicit drugs, human beings and arms, threatens
necessary infrastructure, are interconnected and transcend boundaries. In particular, drug, human trafficking and
piracy are activities of organized crime groups, generating enormous economic gains by criminal cartels andsyndicates.
The wide range of maritime related activities are inter-related to some extent, and have a potential impact on the
prosperity derived through their contributions to security, stability and safety. The main aim of thispaperis to raise
awareness on the nature of transnational organised crimes and their socio-economic consequences on a  regional,
national and international level. Specifically this paper examines the nature, extent and policy relating to illicit
drug trafficking as a form of criminal activity broadly in the maritime world in Africa and particularly in South
Africa. It is of scholarly importance that research in the maritime sector be effectively utilized as a basis for
policymaking, thereby, narrowing the gap between research and policymaking on a  wide range of maritime
challenges facing Africa as a continent which is emerging as a global economic actor in the 21 st Century.The paper
concludes that national, regional, continental and international organisations need to establish or improve existing
mechanisms for ‘maritime governance’.
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